Adenoid cystic carcinoma: biologic behavior in 38 patients.
This study presents the clinical and pathologic data on 38 patients with adenoid cystic carcinoma. Most of the tumors arose from the major salivary glands or the mucus glands of the upper respiratory tract and oral cavity. The typical biological behavior of these tumors was slow but aggressive local growth despite all therapy, followed by eventual death from local disease and/or metastases. Twenty-eight of the patients have died, 22 from adenoic cystic carcinoma, 3 from postoperative complications, and 3 from intercurrent disease. Of the 10 living patients, 4 have active disease, 2 have no evidence of disease 14 years after diagnosis, and 4 have no evidence of disease but follow-up is less than 5 years. We compared various microscopic features of the tumors, including histologic grading, with prognosis but did not demonstrate a correlation in this small series.